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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 19 were previously pending. Claims 1 - 10 are herein cancelled. Accordingly, 
claims 11 - 19 are presently pending. 

L Rejection of Claims 1 - 6 and 11 - 15 Under 35 U£.C § 102 in View of U.S.P- No, 
6,302,527 to Walker 

• Claims 1 - 10 are herein cancelled, obviating the rejection to these claims. 

While the Office Action of October 1, 2003, nominally rejects claims 11-15 under 35 

U.S.C. § 102 in view of the Walker reference, it is clear from the substance of the Examiner's 

Interview of December 17, 2003, and the subsequent Advisory Action of February 12, 2004, that 

rhe Examiner does not maintain the alleged anticipation rejection of independent claim 11. 

Instead, the Examiner characterizes the rejection of independent claim 11 as an "obviousness" 

rejection, as reflected by the Examiner's comments in the Advisory Action of February 1 2, 2004, 

stating that "it is obvious that the store [sic: storage] element in the ink container is able to 

communicate to the printer as long as the ink container is in the area covered by the broadcast 

signal even when the ink container is not loaded io ihe carriage." 

Accordingly, Applicant addresses the instant rejection of claims 11-15 as an obviousness 

rejection, in Part II of this paper. 

EL Rejection of Claims 1 - 19 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 in View of a Combination of U-SJP. 
No. 6,302,527 to Walker and U.S. Patent Application Publication No, 2002/0015066 
Al ("Siwinski") 

Claims 1 - 10 are herein cancelled, obviating the rejection of these claims. 
As noted in Part I of this paper, the Advisory Action of February 12, 2004, characterizes 
certain features of independent claim 11 as allegedly being obvious. Assuming for the sake of 
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argument that the previously noted allegations of obviousness were true 7 both the Walker and 
Siwinski references are additional deficient, as explained below. 

Independent claim 1 1 recites when the ink container is loaded on the carriage, the 
communication unit is able to communicate with the storage element coupled to the ink container 
only when the storage element for the ink container is brought close to the communication 
unit within the printer; and, when the ink container is not loaded on the carriage, the 
communication unit is able to communicate with the storage element for the ink container only 
when the storage element for the ink container is brought close to the communication unit to 
such a distance that the storage element for the ink container is able to communicate with the 
communication unit in the state that the ink container is loaded on the carriage. At least these 
features are altogether absent in both of the Walker and Siwinski references ("the references'*). 

Indeed, the references are completely silent about the extent of the area covered by any 
broadcast signal. Neither of the references teach or suggest a defined broadcast area, let alone 
teach or suggest the features of independent claim 1 1 that include communication occurring 
"only when" the storage element for the ink container is brought close to the communications 
unit within the printer. Succinctly, if the Examiner is correct that a broadcast area is obvious, it 
is respectfully asserted that there is no teaching or suggestion in either of the references about the 
extent of the area covered by any broadcast signal (especially that area recited by independent 
claim 11). 

Accordingly, because independent claim 11 recites features altogether absent in the 
references cited as the basis for rejection, independent claim 1 1 is asserted as patentable. 
Furthermore, claims 12 - 19 are patentable at least by virtue of their dependency upon claim 11. 
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Additionally as to claim 16, this claim recites the features of a storage element being 
installed in the recording head of the ink jet recording apparatus, and the communication unit 
communicating with the storage element in the recording heud (in addition to communicating 
with the storage element coupled to the ink container). These features are altogether absent in 
the references cited as the basis for rejection. In light of the previous, it is respectfully requested 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the instant rejection, 
HI. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (650) 625-8100 
Facsimile: (650)625-8110 




CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



Washington office 



23373 



I hereby certify that ihis Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) is 
being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office this 
12th day of March, 2004. 



Thca K. Wagner 



Date: March 12, 2004 
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